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AWIS aims to provide a network for women interested, or working, in the 
sciences. 

We also help to promote visibility of women in the sciences; assist girls 
and women to gain confidence in their role in the sciences; and provide 

opportunities for women to explore and speak on issues relating to 
women and science. 

   
Our conference is held every three years, and this year will be held at the 

University of Waikato, in Hamilton. 
 

 

Registration 
Brochure 

 
For conference updates see www.awis.org.nz 

Association for Women in the Sciences 
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The AWIS 2005 Conference Committee is pleased to invite all women in science and 
science-related fields to attend the fifth conference of the Association for Women in the 
Sciences, in Hamilton, New Zealand, from 5 – 8 July 2005.  
 
Historically, AWIS conferences have generated a unique atmosphere for women working in 
science to network, share experiences, learn – and have a great time.  We intend to continue 
this tradition, through a series of stimulating addresses from our interesting speakers, 
professional development workshops, and various social functions. 
 
The theme we have selected is “Science Fever,” and we have an exciting programme of 
mini-symposia and workshops designed to generate an atmosphere of enthusiasm and 
excitement that can be associated with scientific endeavours.  Our hope is that the 
conference will  

- promote communication between women who contribute to science in different ways 
- portray current trends in scientific research and science-related careers 
- provide opportunities for professional development, and  
- present secondary and tertiary students as well as practitioners with the chance to 

meet and communicate with other women in a range of science-based professions. 
 
We look forward to seeing you in Hamilton in July. 
 

Conference Committee 
 
Cathy Buntting - University of Waikato  Alison Campbell - University of Waikato 
Liz Carpenter - AgResearch Ruakura  Penny Cooke - University of Waikato 
Barbara Hobden    Carolyn Lundquist - NIWA 
Roz Murray     Joanna McQueen - University of Waikato 
Slavica Pavlinic - Unitec 

 
Conference Venue 

 
Hamilton City is located in the heart of the Waikato, intersected by the beautiful Waikato 
River. The Conference will be held at the University of Waikato, just a short bus ride or taxi 
trip from the central city.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

A university campus map is available @ http://www.waikato.ac.nz/contacts/map.pdf 

A map of Hamilton city is available @ http://www.hamiltoncity.co.nz/map/ 

Invitation 



 

 

Fiona Carswell’s PhD subject was the forests of the Amazon, in Brazil, and 
later she worked on a project to help quantify the role of the Amazon basin in the 
global carbon cycle.  She is currently a scientist at Landcare Research, working on 
the Emissions-Biodiversity Exchange (EBEX 21) project and on restoration of 
indigenous forests. Her studies examine the effects of climate change on tree 
physiology and she is extending this to estimate carbon storage in privately owned 
regenerating forests. One of her roles is to work with businesses to reduce their CO2 
footprint and mitigate against unavoidable emissions through native forest restoration. 

. 

Julia Charity obtained a Ph.D. in Plant Biotechnology from the Australian National 
University, Canberra and currently works at Forest Research, Rotorua. Julia 
specialises in developing genetic engineering technologies, specifically for plantation 
forestry species, such as radiata pine. Although still involved in the 'hands-on' 
science, Julia has also been involved in various communication activities to better 
inform the community about the risks and benefits of genetic engineering. Julia was 
awarded the Zonta Science Award in 2002 to investigate and quantify some of the 
risks involved in genetic engineering forest trees.  

Associate Professor Marie Dziadek, from Auckland University's School of Biological 
Sciences has spent the last 25 years investigating how gene expression and function 
are regulated during mammalian development. Her particular interests include the role 
of nutrition in pregnancy in the chemical modification of DNA. Such 'epigenetic' 
changes can permanently influence the expression of genes and affect adult health 
and disease. Marie is also interested in the impact of new technologies on society, 
and in public perceptions relating to genetically modified organisms. To this end, she 
has participated in several community dialogues, and she currently chairs ERMA’s 
GMO Standing Committee.  

While studying for her BS and MS in Animal Science (with an emphasis on 
reproductive physiology), Bette Flagler took writing courses to keep her GPA [Grade 
Point Average] high. The light bulb didn’t quite go on until she had already spent 
twelve years working as a scientist in human in-vitro fertilization – maybe, in fact, her 
raw talent was in the telling of stories rather than in the making of them. She 
passionately believes that in order to demystify science, the scientific community 
needs to communicate clearly and in words the general population can understand. 
She is a freelance writer based in Auckland and the editor of Biotech Unlimited 
magazine. 

Dr Sue Galloway is a senior scientist in the AgResearch Molecular Biology Unit, 
University of Otago. Sue gained a PhD in biochemistry at Otago University and then 
worked as a post-doctoral fellow in the USA studying bacterial toxins that affect 
humans. She is currently involved in comparative gene mapping and new gene 
discovery, identifying genes responsible for reproduction and for muscling in sheep 
variants. Sue has a strong interest in communicating science to the community, and 
thinks it is important for people to have access to knowledge about scientific 
discoveries.   

 
Bernie Hobbs joined the ABC Science Unit in 1997 and since then has been raving 
about science to anyone who’ll put a microphone in front of her. She also churns out 
huge piles of hilarious stuff for ABC Science websites, Big Fat Science and 
Chickscience, and recently won a couple of awards for her irreverent environmental 
website, planetslayer.com. She began her career as a science teacher in 
Queensland, and then went on to try her hand as a biomedical researcher working on 
a vaccine against dengue fever. However, she soon moved out of the lab and on to 
writing and talking about science with the ABC. When she’s not skiving off at the 
canteen, Bernie can be found doing weekly science talkback around Australia, 
quizzing experts at Café-Scientific, or shooting episodes of the experiMENTALS or 
The New Inventors for ABC TV. Mostly the canteen’s a safe bet though. 

 

Conference Speakers 



 

 
 Dr Elizabeth Hopkins is CEO of EnCoate, an Auckland based AgResearch spin-out 
company. Elizabeth’s career within the biotech industry includes seven years in the 
Drug Discovery Department at Pfizer in the UK. After moving to NZ, Elizabeth took 
up a position as Chief Development Officer at NeuronZ, a start-up biotech company, 
and took part in the Biotech Taskforce. Two years ago she took up the challenge to 
lead her own business, within the Ag-Bio industry, as CEO of Encoate. 

 

Dr Bryony James is currently the Director of the Research Centre for Surface and 
Materials Science (RCSMS) based at the University of Auckland.  Bryony’s research 
expertise lies in materials characterisation, in terms of structure and composition, at 
both the surface and bulk level.  Her diverse research activities include the 
application of materials science to the study of fruit structure and looking into 
thermal spray coatings for extending wear life of industrial components. 

 Veronika Meduna is the producer and presenter of Eureka, National Radio’s 
weekly half-hour science programme. She has fronted Eureka since 2002, after 
establishing and presenting Environment Matters, a programme about 
environmental issues and conservation.  Veronika trained and worked as a scientist, 
working in the field of soil microbiology, but she’s been writing about scientific topics 
since her first year as a biology student.  

And others! 

 

Poster Session and Submission of Abstracts 
 
The Conference Committee invites you to submit abstracts for the Poster session, to be held on 
Wednesday 6th July.  
 
Please provide your abstract in the following format, for publication in the Abstract book. 
 
TITLE - in capitals and bold and centred, Arial font, 10 point   
(one  line space) 
Authors names and affiliations (presenting author's email only) - bold and centred, Arial font, 10 point 
(one line space) 
Main body of text - plain and fully justified, Arial font, 10 point. 
 
If you wish to include diagrams, please send them as separate files (do not embed them in the word file), 
preferably as .eps, .png or .jpg. 
 
Document format - 2.5 cm margins all round, A4 
Length of abstract - 350 words 
 
Name your file with your surname and the number of the most relevant theme number e.g., 
COOKE_4.doc (see list below for themes) 
 
Email your abstract to Penny Cooke (p.cooke@waikato.ac.nz) 
 
  Themes:  1. Earth, wind & fire 
    2. What’s in those genes? 
    3. Transforming scientific info for the public 
    4. Physical science meets biology 
    5. Business and Science   
    6. Emergencies on planet earth 
 

Abstract submission Date – 27 May 2005 



 

 

Programme at a Glance 
 

 
 

* Workshops will be based around the following themes: resilience in a science career, presentation skills, 
management skills, learning styles, marketing ourselves, and life coaching.  

 
 

 
AWIS Student Poster Prize 

Purpose: To reward the best student poster at the AWIS Conference 

Eligibility: Students who are AWIS members for 2005 

Application procedure: Apply by including “AWIS student” in your email submission, 

and by placing a sticker on the poster (stickers supplied at the meeting) 

Assessment Criteria: Excellence in communication of your subject to a lay audience 

 
 

Tuesday 5th July 
5.30pm onwards Icebreaker  @ Innovation Park 
 Registration @ Innovation Park 
   

Wednesday 6th July 
8am onwards Registration @ S block, Waikato University 
9.00am Welcome & Opening  
9.30am British Council Speaker  
10.30am Morning Tea  
11am  Mini-symposia (i) Earth, wind & fire 
  (ii) What’s in those genes? 
12.30pm Lunch  
1.30pm Workshops*  
3.00pm Afternoon Tea  
3.30 Workshops*  
5 – 7pm Pizza & Posters  
   

Thursday 7th July 
9.00am AWIS AGM  
9.30am Plenary Speaker Bernie Hobbs (ABC) 
10.30am Morning Tea  
11am  Mini-symposia (i) Physical science meets biology 
  (ii) Transforming scientific info for 

the public 
12.30pm Lunch  
1.30pm Workshops*  
3.00pm Afternoon Tea  
3.30-5.00 Workshops*  
7pm onwards Conference Dinner @ Rydges restaurant, Le Grand 

Hotel 
   

Friday 8th July 
9am Plenary Speaker Elizabeth Hopkins 
10.00am Morning Tea  
10:30am  Mini-symposia (i) Business and science  
  (ii) Emergencies on planet earth 
12.00pm  Closing  
1.00pm Optional Field trip  



 

Social Programme 
 

Icebreaker 

Date: Tuesday 5th July       5.30pm 

Venue: Innovation Park,  

Off Ruakura Rd, Hamilton 

This function is inclusive for full 

registrations. 

 

Pizzas & Posters 

Date: Wednesday 6th July       5pm 

Venue: S block Foyer 

University of Waikato 

This function is inclusive for full 

registrations. 

 

Conference Dinner 

Date: Thursday 7th July             7pm 

Venue: Rydges Hotel, 

Cnr Victoria & Collingwood Streets, 

Hamilton 

The ticket price covers dinner and 

some drinks. A cash bar will be 

available. 

Ticket price $50 

 

Field Trip 

Waitomo Caves & region 

Date: Friday 8th July                  1pm 

Venue: Leaving from S block, 

University of Waikato, Hamilton 

The field trip will include a visit to 

the Waitomo Caves and Glow 

worms, followed by a guided bush 

walk. Our guides will be Dr 

Penelope Cooke (Earth Scientist, 

University of Waikato) and Karen 

Denyer (Terrestrial Ecologist, 

Environment Waikato). 

Field Trip cost $50  

This includes entrance to the 

Waitomo caves, the bus trip to 

Waitomo, and guided walk. 

 

 

 

 

Registration Fees 
Registration     by 30/4   from 30/4 

Waged                 $200        $250 

Unwaged             $100        $200 

Day registration   $100        $125 

Waged and unwaged registration 

fees include: 

·  Attendance at conference 

sessions 

·  Conference pack 

·  Morning and afternoon teas 

·  Luncheons 

·  Ice breaker and Pizza evening 

·  Goods & Services Tax (12.5%) 

Day registration fees include: 

·  Attendance at the day’s 

conference sessions 

·  Morning and afternoon tea 

·  Luncheon 

·  Goods & Services Tax (12.5%) 

 

To register: 

Complete the attached registration  

form, or download a copy from our 

website http://www.awis.org.nz 

 

Send the completed form to: 

AWIS Conference 2005 

PO Box 23 029 

Hamilton 

 

Please complete the registration 

form and keep a copy for your 

records. Your registration fee must 

accompany the completed 

registration form. Payment can be 

made by cheque, bank draft, or 

credit card.  

 

Confirmation of your registration 

and a receipt will be sent to the 

address on the registration form. 

 

Crèche Facilities 
Please let the conference 

organisers know if you will be 

requiring crèche facilities. 

 

Accommodation 
Hamilton offers an extensive range of 

accommodation options suitable for 

different budgets, and conference 

attendees are asked to make their own 

bookings. Details of several motels 

located close to the university are listed 

below. Costs are indicative only. A 

more extensive list of accommodation 

options can be found on Hamilton’s 

website: http://hamiltoncity.co.nz/.   

 
Manhatten Lodge Motel 

218 Grey Street, Hamilton East 

Telephone 64 7 856 3785 

Studio (one person) $65. Rooms $85 

(twin share) + $15extra person 

 

Hamilton Gardens Motel  

93 Grey Street, Hamilton 

Telephone  07 856 5446 

$70 per night (single); $85 twin share. 

 

Rydges Le Grand Hotel  

 Cnr Victoria & Collingwood Streets, 

Hamilton 

Web www.ridges_hamilton.com 

Telephone 07 839 1994  

AWIS conference rate $159. 

 

Aspen Manor Inn, Hamilton East 

209 Grey Street, Hamilton East 

Telephone 0800 277369  

Web www.aspenmanor.co.nz 

Studio units (queen bed) $105; $145 for 

the family unit (sleeps 4).  

 

Cancellations 
Should you need to cancel your 

registration, you may reassign your 

registration to another person. Please 

notify the Conference Organisers. 

If you are unable to arrange a 

replacement, a full refund less an 

administration charge of $50 will be 

made providing notification is received 

by 10 June 05. After that date refunds 

will be at the discretion of the 

Conference Committee. 

General Information 

AWIS 2005 Conference Organisers, PO Box 23 029, Silverdale, Hamilton 

AWISConf@awis2005.co.nz 



 

 

Association for  
Women in the Sciences 

 
You can download extra registration forms at: www.awis.org.nz 
 
A separate form must be completed for each delegate.  Photocopies are acceptable. 
Send completed form to: AWIS Conference 2005, PO Box 23 029, Silverdale, Hamilton 
 
Section A – Delegate Details 
(Please use block letters) 
 

   

Title First Name  Last Name 

Preferred Name    

Organisation   

Email address   

Postal Address   

City   

Telephone  Fax 

Special Requirements 

(Dietary, Equipment …)    
 
The Privacy Act 1993 provides that, before your name and address details can be published in the list of delegates 
either for distribution to fellow delegates or any other party, you must give your consent. If this box is NOT ticked it is 
assumed that you agree to have your details published in the list of delegates.  

If you DO NOT wish your details to be included in the list of delegates, please tick this box. � �
 
 

Section B – Conference Registration                                                                     

    
Discounted 
Early fee 
(by 27 May 
2005) 

Standard Fee 
 
(from 27 May  
2005) 

Waged    � � $200 � � $250 

Unwaged/Student    � � $100 � � $200 

Day Registration � � Wednesday � � Thursday � � Friday � � $100 � � $125 
 � � � � �

 � Section B: Sub Total� � �
 
  

Abstract submitted � � Theme:  
     

Conference Registration Form 



 

Section C – Workshops 
Please indicate your interest as to which workshops you would like to attend and number the order of 
preference  
(1 = first choice, 2 = second choice etc).  You are not obligated to attend these workshops, but we will 
be using the information provided to plan a programme that best suits the majority of people.  
 
� � Life coaching – is it for me?  � � How do we market ourselves? 

� � Resilience in a science career  �  Presentation skills 

� � Learning styles    � � Management skills 
 
 
Section D – Social Functions and Optional Field Trip 
 
Icebreaker Cocktail Function  -  Tuesday 5th July 
This function is inclusive in fees.  Please tick the box to register your interest.      � �
�
Posters and Pizza evening  -  Wednesday 6th July 
This function is inclusive in fees.  Please tick the box to register your interest.      � �
�
Conference Dinner  -  Thursday 7th July 
No. of tickets required _______ Cost per ticket $50.00 

 � Section D: Sub Total� � �
 
Optional Field Trip – Friday 8th July afternoon (1pm – 6pm) 
Half day trip to the Waitomo caves area 
Please tick the box to register your interest.      �  
Cost per ticket $50 includes entrance to Waitomo Caves, to be paid at the conference 
 
Crèche facilities 
Cost and availability provided on application.   
Please tick the box if you require further information.       �  

 

Section E – Payment  
 
Section B: Conference Registration    $ _______________________________ 

Section D: Conference Dinner    $ _______________________________ 

Total Amount Payable     $ _______________________________ 

 
Please tick the box to indicate payment option 
�

Please find attached a cheque/bank draft made out to:     �  
AWIS Conference 2005 

 

Please charge my credit card:  

�   Visa  �    Mastercard  �   American Express  �    Diners   

 

Card No.  � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Expiry Date (MM/YY) ___ 

Cardholder’s Name ____________________________   Authorised Amount in NZ$ ___________ 

Signature ____________________________________ Date ____________________________ 
 

AWIS 2005 Conference Organisers, PO Box 23 029, Silverdale, Hamilton 

AWISConf@awis2005.co.nz 


